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Bill & Virginia Rushmer’s Commercial Breaks
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llowing a surprise phone call
from David de Vere telling us that
the main estate lake at Bury Hill
was producing loads of bream
despite only having just thawed
out the week before. We didn’t need a
second bidding and arrived on a dull
overcast morning in early March last
year,

We set up in adjoining swims on the
long bank near the boathouse using
tactics that were simplicity itsclf: 9ft
picker rods with fixed-spool reels (yes,
Virginia does use a fixed spool reel
at times) loaded with 51b b.s. line to
fish small groundbait feeders loaded
with dark groundbait and some red
maggots. Fishing paternoster style we
used 3ft hooklinks of 2lb b.s. line to
size 18 barbless hooks baited with two
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red maggots.

I didn't have to wait long to sce a
pull on my tip and the first pound-plus
skimmer was in the keepnet (which we
had special permission to use). This
was quickly followed by a few more
big skimmers as well as bream to 31b
before I noticed Virginia starting to
haul. Within an hour Virginia, who
must have been on the hotspot, was
catching on virtually every cast, bagging
a mixture of skimmers and bream with
a few tench. I was catching at half her
rate and suggested having a face-saving
breakfast break, but she was having
none of it and continued fishing whilst
1 took a break for a coffee.

About half an hour later I returned,
hoping Virginia had slowed down.
There was no such luck and I could see
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her rod was bent over as she netted
another bream. I'was surprised to
hear she had changed over to a bomb,
having built up the swim up with more
or less accurate feed from the feeder,
and was now attracting the bigger fish.
At this stage, she reckoned that there
was over 40lb in her keepnet.

1 continued to fish and started
to catch again but couldn’t match
Virginia’s catch rate. I had some nice
bream, skimmers with the odd tench,
but knew I was well behind Virginia’s
60lb-plus haul.

Take a punt

My chance to turn the tables came on
a warm day in May when a punt fishing
session had been booked. Arriving
early morning it didn’t take long to



The boathouse seen
from the jungle

load the punt before casting off. 1
had very sportingly given Virginia a :
hand; allowing her to paddle up to the
jungle gives her some good exercise
and allows me to choose somewhere
suitable. Having spotted some tench
bubbles, I took charge of the mooring
to make sure I was best positioned to
reach the tench blowing.

We both baited up with a mixture
of 4mm and 6mm pellets before setting
up, by our standards, heavy gear.
Having made up some of my gear up as
Virginia paddled out, 1 made the first
cast and was immediately into the first
fish, a dog tench of about 4%lb that
was joined 10 minutes later by another
similar.

At the other end of the boat
someone had been very quiet and
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Virginia tucks into a Bury Hill
breakfast

Fact file

Address. Bury Hill Fisheries, The
Boat House, Old Bury Hill, Westcott,
Dorking, Surrey, RH4 3JU.

Contact: 01306 877540.

Website: www.buryhillfisheries.com
Location. From junction 9 of the
M25 head south on the A24 towards
Dorking. Turn right on the A25 and
the fishery is one mile on the left
and clearly marked with a sign on
the right-hand side of the road.
Dorking railway station is just over
a mile from the fishery.

Lakes: Three on a day-ticket, plus a
members-only big carp fishery
called Temple Lake. The Main or
Estate Lake is 13 acres, Milton Lake
is just over three acres and Bonds
Lake is slightly smaller.

Stock: The Estate Lake holds carp

paddling fast
for breakfast

and pike to well over 30Ib, big
tench and bream, rudd, roach,
perch, zander to over 14lb, the odd
chub and crucians to top 3lb. Milton
Lake holds tench, crucians, perch to
over 3lb, golden rudd, rudd, quality
roach plus some small carp, whilst
Bonds Lake holds mainly match
sized carp.

Tickets: £11.50 one rod, £17 for
two and £5.50 for a punt.
Concessions are available Monday
to Saturday, but not on bank
holidays.

Facilities: Café serving a whole
range of hot and cold food
including breakfasts, ladies and
gents WC, large well stocked tackle
shop, boats for fishing, fishing
courses and private tuition

Virginia into
a bream
E:

Dark groundbait with red maggots

www.totalcoarsefishing.com




biteless — for a change! It didn’t take
her long to realise things would remain
the same if the boat wasn't anchored
in a slightly different position in order
to fish a spot she had previously

baited up but couldn’t easily reach

at the moment. [ should have known
better... after pulling up the weights
and manoeuvring the punt round an
overhanging tree, V was at last satisfied
and cast into her favoured spot. It
wasn’t long before the boat was gently
rocking as her rod arched round into
her first tench of the session.

We battled it out with Virginia
starting to eat into my two tench lead
when at 10 fish each Virginia’s rod
buckled over as a fish tried to get under
the boat and around the anchor ropes.
Really putting the pressure on with the
rod bent almost double I knew this
was no tench. Anticipating her normal
upper double carp as Virginia turned
the fish, we saw it was a2 much smaller
than her normal catch. Keeping up
maximum pressure (Virginia takes no
prisoners) she quickly netted the fish.
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Punts in boathouse ready to go

We reckoned it was a low double, but
next cast I thought 1 had the equalizer
as my rod really arched over. The fish
was really fighting hard and eventually
I managed to get it out from under the
trees into open water at the rear of the
punt, but it still would not come up. As
it eventually surfaced I couldn’t believe
my eyes — it was a really battle-scarred

Mud weight used to moor the punt
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Above: Virginia's carp

Left: First cast tench for Bill

Virginia's first tench
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A little Tippex on the quiver improves  First tench of the session
visibility

The last tench of the session fell to Bill
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Another tench safely in the net

That's no tench!

dog tench of about 6%lb.

I had another four tench and
Virginia caught two more fish in the
last 10 minutes to give her a two-tench

lead. The final score was 17 tench, a
carp and a 4lb bream to Virginia to my
15 tench. Virginia’s arm was by then
aching and my stomach was rumbling,
so it was decided we would pack away
and both row back to the boathouse for
some sustenance. It must have been the
thought of the superb breakfasts served
in the boathouse overlooking the lake,
but a surprised bailiff commented that
he had never seen a punt travelling so
fast. I don’t think he had ever seen a
Francis Francis AC puntsman paddling
like fury for his breakfast before!

Bill with a dog tench
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0.25mm —l

Ultima Power
Match main
line

0.75¢g
Preston
Tyson Pole
Float

Approximately 4ft deep
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Rods: Three-piece homemade 12ft Pro 4Y2-inch centrepin.
built on a 2Vilb test curve carp blank, Line: Both of us used reels

but rung with 12 three-leg rings of a loaded with 0.25mm Ultima
good size with large internal diameters ~ Power Match (121b b.s.) line with
for Bill; a very powerful float rod with 0.22mm hooklinks of the same
progressive action. Virginia used her 9ft  line.

stalking rod built on a two-piece blank  Terminal tackle: A 0.75 gram

with a test curve of about 2lb. pole float with all the shot bulked
Reels: Bill used a Shakespeare Mach 3  less than 18 inches from the
0.40 front drag fixed-spool. Bill, A barbless size 10 Kamasan Animal 488

like many match anglers, prefers
to use a front drag reel as he feels
the clutch is more responsive to any
sudden movement.
The large spool size
was to cope with
heavier reel line
and for better
control. Virginia,
ever the purist,
stuck to one of

her Okuma Aventia

forged hook on a . barbless hooks
12-inch hooklength of
0.20mm Power Match. The trees, and as it sunk it pulled the I
shot was bulked as we were lighter float along with it to end up |
casting under overhanging under the trees. We have used this I
trees and the bulk shot in  rtactic to good effect for years.
one lump was easier to Bait: A 11mm Expanda Pellet that
cast under the trees. had been pumped using a solution |
The bulk shot could containing Richworth K-G-1 Boilie |
be cast underarm Dip to give a fairly large, flavoured, '
and sunk soft pellet. The feed was a mixture of
under the 4mm and 6mm hard pellets. i

Skakespeare Mach ™
—— 3 front drag reel

All the gear needed to prej :
pellets iter

0.75 gram pole float
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