THE LONG AND SHORT OF IT PART 2
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GETTING ON. He informs me that I'd be doing

battle with tench, crucians and bream in the warmer
summer months. But | equally enjoy catching quality
winter roach, which conveniently give me a quick flurry of
action while he looks on.

SHELL TIME Once again the fish fade on the long

pole line so | switch to a lighter rig closer in at five
metres. This is where |'ve been occasionally feeding a
few casters. My tackle hardly has time to settle here and
the float tip buries out of sight. A good roach follows,
hungrily snaffling a single caster on a size 22 fine wire
hook tied to a 0.06 mm trace.

LESS EFFORT The squally wind is making long
pole presentation difficult, while at five metres it's
much easier to hold the float still. I'm trickling in casters
more regularly now and the fish are responding, taking
on-the-drop or just after the tackle settles. If | don't get a
bite, | provoke interest by lifting the light pole rig and

letting it slowly settle again.

40 Angler's Mall NOW ON SALE TUESDAY

centre, Surrey.

February 28.

Where Method Man fished

Bury Hill Fishery is situated just off the A25 Dorking
to Guildford Road, less than a mile from Dorking town

Day tickets are currently £9, increasing to £10 after

Tel: 01306 883621. Web: www.buryhillfisheries.com

MARGIN MARAUDERS The fish are definitely

more active and feeding more confidently closer in.
I'm getting loads of bites and hitting a much higher
percentage than was possible on the long pole. Better-
sized roach are turning up too, which is great fun on
such light tackle. I'm getting into a good rhythm and
starting to put a decent catch together now.




ethod Man, Dave Coster is the only angler braving the icy winds on Bury Hill’s Milton Lake. But
here’s still good sport to be had with careful feeding and a light approach, providing the right line
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THE RIGHT GEAR WITH METHOD MAN e

Super stretchy, fine pole elastics are the order of the
day, particularly for close range fishing when using
FLOATS - small hooks
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| used a bulbous bodied y . ?:gsgn:erﬁuﬁ‘

pole float at long range, for
extra stability in the windy - Tt S
conditions. This had a simple g

strung bulk of No.11 shet, P %y f:::if:;ﬂi el - s

with no droppers on a short " they pull out very

0.08 mm hook length. The smoothly. | use - =~
streamlined float | brought No. 2 or 3 elastics S .
into play closer in also had a wit-h 0.06 mm e -

strung bulk but of smaller g K 2%
No. 12 shot, with three spread
out No.13s below.
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traces and No. 3
or 4 grades with
0.08 mm hook
lengths.

HOOKS

Fine wire
barbless hooks
are best for
roach fishing
at close range.
These new
Gama Black
GP105 wide
gape hooks are
perfect. Being
less springy
and slightly
stronger than
their famous green forerunners, they don’t bounce out of
quite so many fish. Also, not having a barb helps to gain
a better hook hold when using ultra fine tackle.

METHOD MAN'S LONG AND SHORT RIGS

12-metre rig - 5-metre rig -

.

NEXT WEEK
Hard times

INSIDE OUT

Many pole
anglers fish short
to begin with and
work out, ignoring
closer lines once
bites come on the
long pole. I've
been just as guilty
of this but will let
you into a little
secret. I've been
fishing matches £
on a similar lake, - -
where better fish N e
like this respond SECRET WORLD By all means make the best of long pole
closer in much technology but remember that the fish might not want to settle at
more avidly. | had extreme pole range. | kept feed going in the far line, which I'm sure
an inkling this pulled roach over the inside mark, where lesser nelpings made
would happen them compete more freely. Don't ignore this often forgotten area; it
here too. can come to life in a big way!
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